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The study of disease in relation to surrounding conditions has at all times been a subject of earnest inquiry ; and of this we have ample evidence, throughout medical literature, from the early books of Hippocrates, irepl aepcov, vSarcov, Toircov, to Hirsch's monumental work on geographical and historical pathology. However, notwithstanding the mass of materials collected, especially with a view to the elucidation of the etiology of disease, the laws which control geographical pathology have not yet been formulated; at least, they have not been settled in accordance with recent science. Indeed, the principles which regulate the distribution of disease, and determine the rise and fall of epidemics, could not have been conceived without the light of the evolution theory, and a previous study of the distribution of species founded on plant and animal ecology.
To thoroughly understand the laws which govern the geographical distribution of disease, it is necessary to have a clear notion of the nature of disease. Unfortunately, whilst the etiology of certain maladies has been satisfactorily worked out, that of many others is still shrouded in obscurity.
Undoubtedly, the greatest advance in medicine has been the establishment of the parasitic theory. The 
